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train  is particularly long,  sometimes  reaching nearly a
foot and a half, and almost touching the ground.
This species is found throughout a large portion of the
warmer regions of the Old World, from Africa to Austra-
lia. It is resident with us, and breeds in close-packed
colonies in trees, laying four pale blue-green eggs. It is
a particularly tame species, often breeding in towns, and on
this account and of the abundance of plumes it carries
would be particularly suitable for protective cultivation
in the open.
The Small Egret
Herodias garzetta.—blanford,   Faun. Brit. Ind
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 387.
vernacular names.—Kilckia  or Karchia boglay
Hind.; Nella nucha konga, Tel.; Sudu-koka9 CIng.
This smallest size of Egret is only a little over two feet
long, with an eleven-inch wing, and four-inch shank and
bill, the last-named member being thus proportionately
longer than in the two larger species. The bill is always
black and the face yellow ; the legs are black, and the toes
more or less yellow. In breeding dress this bird carries a
train of the usual style, but gracefully turned up at the
end ; it also has a tuft of breast-plumes, but these are
simply long ordinary feathers, not filamentous ones ;
and a crest of two long ordinary plumes adorns the head.
This dainty looking bird inhabits practically all the
warmer parts of the Old World, and is a resident with us;
it is more prolific than the other species, laying as many
as half-a-dozen eggs. For aviary cultivation this would
be the best species of our three, but there is a better spe-
cies of even smaller size in America, with filamentous
plumes on head, breast and back—the Snowy Egret (Leu-
cophoyx candidissima).
The next Herons that we have to deal with are the two
Reef Herons, or as they are better called, Reef Egrets ; the
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